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1. INTRODUCTION.

“God doesn’t just want us his children to know about Him but also to know Him
through an experience with Him and that experience with Him can only be
made possible into His presence. Life without God's presence was not His
original plan for us. He designed us to know Him, living in close, infimate
fellowship with Him. That's why life is so difficult and unfulfilling for so many
people. We are living without the one thing that is essential for our fulfiiment
and well-being. We are living without the continuous, enduring presence of
God. Whenever you live without a vital, ongoing relationship with God, you
have no hope of finding true happiness or of fulfiling the purpose for which
you were born. You simply cannot function properly and effectively outside
the environment of God'’s presence. The purpose of this course is to teach you
the conditions under which God's presence draws near to us. For you see,
God's presence is conditional. He doesn’'t come simply because we want Him
You were created to live in God’s presence. Life anywhere else is a distorted,
dissatisfying imitation.

to. He comes when the conditions are right. Only as we learn to establish and
maintain the conditions that He has ordained for His coming can we hope to
know the joy of living in His presence on a daily, moment-by-moment basis. So
read and study this course until the principles and truths taught here become
a natural part of your thinking. Allow them to equip and inspire you to create
the conditions in your life that will welcome the presence of the Lord Jesus
Christ and of His Holy Spirit. Then you will grow and flourish, finding the joy and

fulfilment that only life in the presence of Aimighty God can bring.

2. GOD’S ORIGINAL PLAN FOR MANKIND
“In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth” (Gen. 1:1). Land
and seas, plants and animals, birds and sea creatures all came forth at His

spoken word.



Then God said, “Let Us make man in Our image, in Our likeness, and let them
rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air, over the livestock, over all
the earth, and over all the creatures that move along the ground.” So God
created man in His own image, in the image of God He created him; male
and female He created them. God blessed them and said fo them, “Be fruitful
and increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish of the
sea and the birds of the air and over every living creature that moves on the
ground” (Genesis 1:26-28).

This crowning act of creation was a result of God's desire to have a family. He
wanted someone to be His friend and to live with Him as a son. God'’s original

plan was that man would share in His

authority and rule, not serve Him as a servant. This is why Jesus Christ is the
“King of kings and Lord of lords” (Rev. 19:16b), not the King of subjects. God
was interested in a completely different kind of relationship than we normally
think of when we talk about a king. He wanted sons who would not only be
led by the King but who would also exercise the King's authority and rule on
earth. This relationship between God and man is of paramount importance to
God. Creation shows this to be true. The first thing God gave man was His
image and likeness because that was the first thing God wanted man to have.
The second thing God did was to place man in His presence, which is the
meaning in the Hebrew language of the word Eden. Therefore, God’s

greatest desire was that man would act like Him and live with Him.
The word image means “resemblance”
(Strong’s, H6754) or “exact likeness” (Webster's, “image”).

Therefore, to be made in God's image means that man resembles God and
is an exact likeness of Him. He has God'’s true nature and His spiritual and moral

character. In the Scriptures, the word Eden refers to a place of God’s



presence (see Is. 51:3; Ezek. 28:13). So God gave man His nature and then put
Him in His presence. These were God'’s priorities. God did not establish reverent
patterns, pious traditions, or religious activities in the Garden of Eden. There
was simply a relationship between God and man. Establishing and
maintaining this relationship continues to be God’'s primary concern. He is

much
God wanted man to have His image and likeness and to live in His presence.

more concerned about our fellowship with Him than about our works, our
activities, our traditions, and even our busyness. God wants relationship—
that's the bottom line—and everything God established for man was built on

this desire for fellowship.

Thus, God created man for a specific purpose: to have dominion over all the
earth; with an image different from that of all other parts of His creation: His
own spiritual and moral nature; and with the ability to function like He does:
seeing things that are not yet visible (faith). The Scriptures clearly show this
infent of God that man would be more like Him than the rest of creation, and
that he would think and act like God.

What is man that You are mindful of him, the son of man that You care for him?
You made him a little lower than the heavenly beings and crowned him with
glory and honor. You made him ruler over the works of Your hands; You put

everything under his feet (Psalm 8:4-6; see also Hebrews 2:6-8).

Truly, the creation of man was God's greatest production, and He described
the man He had made as being “very good” (see Gen. 1:31). Sadly, what
God infended for man and man'’s current experience are quite different. This
difference is a result of man’s choice to disregard the principles that are an

inherent part of God's creation.



(A) God Is a God of Principles

Man'’s ability to fulfill his purpose and to be all God intfended him to be is
predicated on the requirement that he obey the principles God established
when He created human beings. Why is this tfruee God is a God of principles.
Everything He created was established to operate by certain principles that
guarantee its proper function. This pattern in creation includes human beings.
We were created to operate by principles that God established before He
created us. These principles or rules of operation for human beings are found
throughout the Bible, although they are not always referred to as principles.
They may also be referred to as God's laws, ordinances, precepts, statutes,
commands, commandments, decrees, Iinstructions, word, and ways.
Although the meaning of each of these words carries a slightly different
nuance from the others, they all carry within them the basic concept of a
principle, which is a law that is established to preserve and protect a created
thing and to assure its maximum performance. So each time these words
occur in Scripture, the particular word used may be removed and the word
principle may be inserted in its place. These varying words for God’s principles

can be clearly seen in Psalms 19 and 119:

The law [principles] of the Lord is perfect, reviving the soul. The statutes
[principles] of the Lord are trustworthy, making wise the simple. The precepts
[principles] of the Lord are right, giving joy to the heart. The
commands|principles] of the Lord are radiant, giving light to the eyes. The fear
of the Lord is pure, enduring forever. The ordinances [principles] of the Lord are
sure and altogether righteous. They are more precious than gold, than much
pure gold; they are sweeter than honey, than honey from the comb. By them

is Your servant warned; in keeping them there is great reward (Psalm 19:7-11).

Blessed are they whose ways are blameless, who walk according to the law

[principles] of the Lord. Blessed are they who keep His statutes [principles] and



seek Him with all their heart. They do nothing wrong; they walk in His ways
[principles]. You have laid down precepts [principles] that are to be fully
obeyed. Oh, that my ways were steadfast in obeying Your decrees
[principles]! Then | would not be put to shame when | consider all Your
commands [principles]. | will praise You with an upright heart as | learn Your
righteous laws [principles]. | will obey Your decrees [principles]; do not utterly
forsake me. How can a young man keep his way pure? By living according to
Your word [principles]. | seek You with all my heart; do not let me stray from
Your commands [principles]. | have hidden Your word [principles] in my heart
that I might not sin against You. Praise be to You, O Lord; teach me Your
decrees [principles]. With my lips | recount all the laws [principles] that come
from Your mouth. I rejoice in following Your statutes [principles] as one rejoices
in great riches. | meditate on Your precepts [principles] and consider Your
ways [principles]. | delight in Your decrees [principles]; | will not neglect Your
word [principles]. Do good to Your servant, and | will live; | will obey Your word
[principles]. Open my eyes that | may see wonderful things in Your law
[principles] (Psalm 119:1-18).

Characteristics of Principles

(B) God'’s Use of Principles

The verses previously quoted from Psalms 19 and 119 also clearly reveal the
necessity of understanding and obeying God's principles of creation. This is
true because only the manufacturer of a product knows what factors are
necessary to obtain the maximum operation of the product. In essence, you
can't use a product according to your own ideas and expect it to fulfil what
the manufacturer promised it could and would do. If you want a product to

work, doing all that the manufacturer said it would do, you have to obey the



principles (laws, commandments, instructions, etc.) of the one who designed
and made the product. God’'s demands of us are always based on His
principles because He knows we cannot fulfil our purpose and enjoy fulfiment
in life unless we operate within the parameters (principles) He has set for us.
The effects of His laws cannot be avoided because they are inherent to the
law. Therefore, our relationship with God, both our perception of Him and His
response to us, is based on how we respond to the principles He has
established throughout creation. He is not capricious in His responses to us, but
rather is faithful and just. (See Psalm 111:7 and First John 1:9.) We may prefer
lawlessness, which is the freedom to do whatever we want to do, but our very
creation by God, our Manufacturer and Source, requires that we follow His
principles. Should we choose lawlessness—doing what we want, when we
want, how we want—we can expect to reap the inevitable results, which
include slavery, death, and the loss of privileges or freedoms. This is precisely

what happened to the man and the woman in the Garden of Eden.

(c) Disregard for God’s Principles Carries Consequences

When God placed the man in Eden, He gave him some instructions that
were to govern his life in the garden. One of these instructions
concerned what he could and could not eat. And the Lord God
commanded the man, “You are free to eat from any free in the garden;
but you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil,
for when you eat of it you will surely die” (Genesis 2:16-17).

Please note that this command contains an inherent judgment.
Death is the proscribed consequence for disobeying this principle.

If you want a product to work, you have to obey the manufacturer’s principles

of operation.



Thus, God’s pronouncement to the man in Genesis 3:19—"By the sweat of your
brow you will eat your food until you return to the ground, since from it you
were taken; for dust you are and to dust you will return”—is nothing more than
the logical consequence of man’s choice to disobey God. This physical death
that will inevitably claim every person, whether in infancy or in old age, is nof,
however, the only death man suffered because of his disobedience.

The more serious consequence of man’s disregard for God'’s principles for life
in the garden was his loss of the Holy Spirit and his subsequent separation from
God. This spiritual death, as it may be called, is at the root of all the ills that
plague us as individuals and as a society. In tfruth, man cannot and will not live
up to the potential and purpose God built into him until the love and intimacy
God and man enjoyed in the garden is restored.

Because life in the presence of God is man’s ideal environment, God'’s
presence is also his greatest need. Man cannot truly live until the relationship
between God and man is restored.

Death is the absence of the presence of God in a man or a woman’s life.

PRINCIPLES

1. God created man to share His image and authority.

God is more interested in relationship than in rules and traditions.
Everything God created is governed by principles.

Fulfilment of purpose requires obeying God's principles.

AR S R

Principles contain these inherent characteristics:

* Principles are permanent.
* Principles never change.

* Principles work anywhere.



* Principles protect the product.

* Principles can never be broken.

* Principles, when violated, produce destruction.

* Principles contain inherent judgment.

6. God’s Word contains the principles that govern men and women.
7. Disobeying God’'s commandments brings natural and spiritual

consequences.

3. SPIRIT-TO-SPIRIT RELATIONSHIP.

Since God is a God of principles, everything He created was established to
operate by certain principles that guarantee its proper function. So all
created things—whether plant, animal, fish, bird, star, or human being—must
adhere to the principles that govern their life if they are to release their
potential and fulfil their purpose. One of the most important of these principles
ordained by God to preserve and protect His handiwork and to assure the

maximum performance of each created thing is the principle of environment.

(A) The Principle of Environment

The word environment is defined as “circumstances, objects, and conditions
by which one is surrounded” (Webster's,

“environment”).

Therefore, an environment may refer to the forces that affect the state of
things, the components that make up the climate in which something exists,
or the conditions in which a thing exists. Everything in life was created to
function within the particular environment that God prescribed for it before
He created it. In essence, before the moment of creation, God decided both

what He would make His creation from and where He would place it after He



had made it. This place designed to individually suit the makeup and purpose
of each thing God made was its environment. When the environment was
ready, God called forth each

creation from its infended source and put it in the specific environment He
had made for it. So before God created the sun and the moon and the
myriad of stars, He first called forth the light and separated it from the
darkness, calling the light “day” and the darkness “night.” He also made a
firmament or expanse to separate the waters above from the waters below
and called the firmament “sky.” Only then, after all this was completed, did
God call forth the lights from the heavens and set them in the sky to mark the

day, the night, and the seasons. (See Genesis 1:1-8,14-18.)

God'’s process in creating plants and animals reveals the same pattern. Before
He spoke plants and animals into being, He gathered the waters together so
that dry ground would appear.

The dry ground He called “land™ and the waters He called “seas.” Only then

did He speak to the sea, commanding it to bring forth the many kinds of fish

and sea creatures, and to the land, commanding it to bring forth all manner

of vegetation, seed bearing plants and trees according to their kind, and all

living creatures, livestock and wild animals according to their kind. (See

Genesis 1:9-12,20-25.) Finally, God was ready to make man.

Then God said, “Let Us make man in Our image, in Our likeness, and let them
rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air, over the livestock, over all
the earth, and over all the creatures that move along the ground.” So God
created man in His own image, in the image of God He created him; male

and female He created them (Genesis 1:26-27).



These verses from Genesis clearly reveal that God is man’s source. When God
made man, He spoke to Himself and man came out of Him. Thus, man was
created both to be of the same essence as God, who is spirit (see Jn. 4:24),
and to live in the same environment as God, which is the realm of the spirit or
the environment of God. So we see that God prescribed an environment for
everything He created before He created it. Then He placed the thing in it.
Therefore, you cannot expect one of

God’'s products to function properly if you do not understand the
environment, He prescribed for it. In essence, a misplaced product will
malfunction if you do not follow the prescription for the environment God
ordained. A product in the wrong environment just won't work properly. God
prescribed an environment for everything He created. Therefore,
environments can be good or bad, positive or negative, healthy or unhealthy
depending on what the manufacturer prescribed for the product you are
using. The environment itself is not necessarily bad, negative, or unhealthy.
Rather the problem is a misplaced product. A particular environment is wrong
only because the product was not designed to function in it. The prescription

and the actuality don’t match.

The New International Version of the Bible is one of the few versions to use the
past perfect “had planted” in Genesis 2:8 concerning God'’s planting of the
Garden of Eden. Most versions simply use the past tense “planted,” and some
versions even begin verse 8 with the word “then,” which would seem to
indicate that God planted the garden after He created man. In either case,
it is clear that God took great care in creating man’s ideal environment. The
order of creation does not change the fact that

God planned man's ideal environment before He created him. God planned
that He was to be man's source and environment, so He spoke to Himself

when He created man. To say it another way, the nature of the environment



will always affect the state, function, and efficiency of a product. If, for
example, you buy a K8,000 television, throw it into the ocean, then

try to make it work, you will soon find that you wasted your K8,000. Or, if you
drag a boat down a highway behind a truck, you will find when you try to use
the boat in the water that it has been destroyed by the road. Why has this
happened? You put the television and the boat intfo the wrong environment.
The manufacturer never intended that you would put the television into the

ocean or drag the boat on the highway.

Therefore, no matter how expensive the product is, it will shut down if the
environment of operation is different from what the manufacturer infended.
A wrong environment—that is, an environment where the product is out of
place—will always translate info wasted potential. Truly the key to a product’s

efficient and effective operation is the environment in which it is placed.

Consequently, we must clearly understand the environment prescribed for
each product because it is the environment that determines the product’s
success or failure. This prescribed environment is what we may call a product’s
ideal environment. An ideal environment means that there is a perfect
environment that God (or a manufacturer) has prescribed for each product.

This is why God placed the man in Eden. Eden is man’s ideal environment.

(B) Man’s Ideal Environment

When God planned what man would be (spirit) and how man would function
(by faith), He also determined where man would live (his ideal environment).
God didn’t take the man and put him just anywhere on earth. God chose a
specific spot on this big planet and put the man in that specially chosen
place, which we know as Eden. Now let’s try to figure out what Eden is. The

root in Hebrew of the word Eden is uncertain. The Greek version of the Old



Testament, the Septuagint, relates the word to the Hebrew verb eden or
ayden, which means “delight” (Strong’s, H5731, H5730). Therefore, Eden s
translated as the garden of delight. Other occurrences of the word Eden in

the Old Testament equate Eden with the garden of the Lord.

The Lord will surely comfort Zion and will look with compassion on all her ruins;
He will make her deserts like Eden, her wastelands like the garden of the Lord.
Joy and gladness will be found in her, thanksgiving and the sound of singing
(Isciah 51:3).

You were in Eden, the garden of God... (Ezekiel 28:13).

This seems to concur with the Genesis description of the garden as the place
where God walked in the cool of the day (see Gen. 3:8). Thus, God prepared
a garden for man, an environment where it was pleasant and where His
presence touched earth. This is why the Bible never says that Adam planted
the garden. Rather, God was the One who planted the garden. That is, God
came and impressed (planted) His presence in the earth. Can you get a
picture of thise Eden was the one place where God’s presence dwelt on
earth. It was the garden of His presence, the spot of His pleasantness, and that
was precisely where God placed Adam. Unbroken fellowship between God

and man was the environment that God planned for man.

Your ideal environment is nothing more and nothing less than the presence
of God Himself, which was God'’s first gift to Adam. His presence in your house
is the most beautiful presence in the world. You don't need a husband or a
wife to succeed. You need

the presence of God. Consequently, God’'s presence is your ideal

environment.



God gave Adam Himself before He gave him a woman. The first presence you
need is a God-friend, not a boyfriend or a girlfriend.
If you get a boyfriend or girlfriend, a husband or a wife, outside of God'’s

presence, you have created a state of malfunction for yourself.

Why is this true¢ Everything that is not in its ideal environment malfunctions. This
is inevitable. No person or product can function properly outside the
environment specifically designed for it by its manufacturer. So just as fish have
to stay in water and plants have to stay in the ground if they are to flourish, so
man must stay in God'’s presence. Any fish that removes itself from water or is
removed by another creature will eventually die and rot. The same is frue of
a plant. No plant can contfinue to live and bear fruit if its roots are not covered
and nourished by the ground. In fruth, a plant starts to die the instant its roots
are removed from the ground, and its death is certain unless its roots are
returned to the soil that is its source and ideal environment. Likewise, man’s life
and the fulfilment of his destiny are possible only to the extent that he walks

and talks with God in the garden of His presence.

4. MAN'S FALL FROM GOD'’S PRESENSE.

Sadly, what God intended and the reality of man'’s situation today are quite
different. The reason for this difference is man’s choice to throw off what he
perceived to be the restrictive principles of God's design. The fall of man, as
man’s choice to sin is often called, is really a fall from God's presence, with
the accompanying loss of the Holy Spirit. Since God created man to live in
relationship with Him and sin caused a breach in that relationship, man'’s

opportunity to live in God’s presence ended.

The Book of Genesis describes it this way:



So the Lord God banished him from the Garden of Eden to work the ground
from which he had been taken. After He drove the man out, He placed on the
east side of the Garden of Eden cherubim and a flaming sword flashing back

and forth to guard the way to the tree of life (Genesis 3:23-24).

Since, as we previously noted, the word Eden in the Scriptures means the
place of God’s presence, man’s banishment from Eden meant banishment
from God's presence. The creature God had created to live in His presence
was condemned to live apart from the One who was essential to His well-
being. Human history shows the consequences of that separation,

consequences that were built info God'’s principles for man'’s life.

Now we have to work hard to get into God'’s presence; but that was not what
God intended for the human beings He had created. We were supposed to
wake up every morning and go walking in the bush with God. We weren't
supposed to have to work ourselves up with singing, instruments, and worship
calisthenics to get us into the right mood or frame of mind for worship. God’s
intent was that we would wake up in His presence, go to sleep in His presence,
work in His presence, talk in His presence, go fishing in His presence, eat in His
presence, cry in His presence, laugh in His presence, dance in His presence,

and on and on.

Every part of our life was to be done within the presence of God. Oh, how
we've fallen. What was once our God-given privilege is now denied us by
God Himself. For when God sent the man and the woman away from Eden,
from the place or moment of His presence, He also set cherubim at the
enfrance to the garden to be sure that mankind would not return to the
environment that had been his home before his sin. Why would God, who

loves man and who created him to live in fellowship with Him, do thise Why



would He banish man from His presence and ensure that he could not
returng Might it be that the presence of God was so important God would
not allow it to be contaminated by man'’s sine Might it be that man could
no longer endure the presence of

God because he had lost the Holy

Spirit, that which enabled him to communicate with God and to enjoy

fellowship with Him.

5. MAN IS BACK IN HIS PRESENCE.
God is in the restoration business, and the Bible is a record of His efforts to get
us back into His presence. Therefore, the stories in the Old Testament are not
primarily about the patriarchs, judges, kings, and prophets, or about the
victories and defeats of God’s people. Rather, the Bible can be summed up
as an account of God's acts to get man back into His ideal environment. It
tells of God's basic desire: “I want a place on earth where | can put My

presence again because | need to rescue this malfunctioning machine called

man.
This work of God to get man back intfo His ideal environment reached its
climaxin the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus, God’s Son. Everything Jesus
did was to get God'’s presence back info man’s experience. This is why He
had to shed His blood. God’s temple, namely us (1 Corinthians 3:16), had
become unholy, so God had to cleanse us and make us holy again through
the sacrificial death and the poured-out blood of His Son. Truly, we cannot be
qualified to receive the presence of God into our life until the blood of Jesus
cleanses us and makes way for the return of God’s Spirit to our human
temples. Therefore, the key to the continuing work of Jesus in each of us is the
Holy Spirit. When the Spirit is alive and well in us, He restores the presence of
God to our life and leads us into the holiness that was our birth right at creation.

However, long before God sent Jesus and the Holy Spirit, man attempted to



bridge the gap that his sin had created between him and God. These early

attempts at worship begin in the Book of Genesis.

(A) Altars for God

Man'’s first act of worship is recorded in Genesis chapter 4, right after the story
in Genesis 3 of man'’s sin and his fall from

God’s presence.

In the course of time Cain brought some of the fruits of the soil as an offering
to the Lord. But Abel brought fat portions from some of the firstborn of his flock
(Genesis4:3-4).

What were Cain and Abel doing here?¢ They were trying to get back into
touch with God. They evidently knew they needed to be in communication
with God. This effort to get God's presence back info man’s life is evident
throughout the Old Testament. Repeatedly, God's people-built altars to
prepare a place for the presence of God to come and offered sacrifices
either to invite God to come or to commemorate a time and a place where
He had come.

Altars prepare a place for the presence of God to come.

After the offerings given by Cain and Abel, the next record in the Bible of
man's attempt to communicate with God through sacrifices and offerings is
found in the story of Noah. After the flood, when Noah, his family, and all the
animals had emerged from the ark, Noah built an altar and offered burnt
offerings unto God.

The Lord smelled the pleasing aroma and said in His heart: “Never again will |
curse the ground because of man, even though every inclination of his heart
is evil from childhood. And never again will | destroy all living creatures, as |
have done. As long as the earth endures, seedtime and harvest, cold and

heat, summer and winter, day and night will never cease.” Then God blessed



Noah and his sons, saying to them, “Be fruitful and increase in number and fill
the earth. (Genesis8:21-9:1).

Please notice that God is pleased with Noah's attempts o communicate with
Him. Hence, God blesses Noah and his sons. Nonetheless, Noah is still a
malfunctioning man. This is, perhaps, most evident in the blessing that God
gives to Noah, “Be fruitful and increase in number and fill the earth.” This
blessing is very similar to God'’s blessing of the first man and the first woman
(see Gen. 1:28), but an important element is missing. God does not command
Noah to subdue the earth and to rule over the fish of the seaq, the birds of the
air, and over every living creature. Whye Through his sin, man has lost both his
right and his power to dominate the earth. He gave that right to satan, whom
Jesus refers to as the “prince of this world” (see Jn. 14:30). Therefore, although
man is again communicating with God, this relationship does not have the
moment-by-moment infimacy of the garden fellowship that God and man

had enjoyed.

(B) Friends with God

1. Abraham
Abraham (Abram) is the next man whom the Scriptures tell us built an
altar to the Lord. This follows God's appearance to him when God
promised Abraham that He would give the land of Canaan to
Abraham'’s offspring (see Gen. 12:7). This is but the first of many altars
that Abraham built to God. Perhaps the most well-known altar
Abraham built was the one on Mount Moriah when God commanded
him to offer his son Isaac as a burnt offering (see Gen. 22). This story
shows why Abraham was regarded by God as His friend. Not only was
Abraham a worshiper (as is evidenced by the number of altars he
built), but so great was Abraham’s commitment to, passion for, and

trust in God that he gave Him even his son, the son of promise.



Believing that God would provide a lamb for the sacrifice, yet not
knowing that at the very last-minute God would provide a ram to take
the son’s place, Abraham bound Isaac on the altar and raised his
hand to kill him. Only God'’s voice stopped him from giving God what
He had asked for.

David
As is often frue in the Bible, the place of one sacrifice becomes the

place of another. This time the worshiper is David. He has sinned by
counting the fighting men of Israel and God has shown His displeasure
by sending a plague on the people. When David sees the carnage
among his people, he entreats God to punish him, not them, because
he is the one who has sinned. God, through the prophet Gad, then
tells David to build an altar on the threshing floor of Araunah (later
associated with Mt. Moriah where Abraham offered up Isaac; see 2
Chron. 3:1) so that the plague may stop. This was certainly not the only
time David built an altar to the Lord. As a youth tending his father’s
sheep, he had learned to seek the presence of Yahweh. These early
experiences with God influenced him so much that when faced with
the choice of three years of famine, three months of fleeing from his

enemies, or three days of plague, David chose the plague.

| am in deep distress. Let us fall into the hands of the Lord, for His mercy

is great; but do not let me fall into the hands of men. (2 Samuel 24:14).

Do you see why David chose the third option2 He preferred to fall into
the hands of God rather than the hands of men. Why would David
choose God over man?2 David knew the God he had sung to as a
shepherd boy playing his harp. Now, when he is king and is faced with

a difficult decision that means suffering not only for him but for his



people, David draws on what he had learned during those years of
private worship before he entered the public eye. He knows that God
is good and His mercy endures forever, so he entrusts himself and his
kingdom to God. David's lasting relationship with God is also seen
when he takes Bathsheba, another man’s wife, to his bed and tries to
cover his sin. When the prophet Nathan confronts him, David
immediately responds, “I have sinned against the Lord” (2 Sam. 12:13).
He doesn't argue or make excuses. He accepts the truth of Nathan's

words and the justice of God’s punishment.

The Lord has taken away your sin. You are not going to die. But
because by doing this you have made the enemies of the Lord show

utter contempt, the son born to you will die. (2 Samuel12:13b-14).

Psalm 51, written during this time in David'’s life, shows just how much
he valued the presence of the Lord. Although he interceded for his
son'’s life while the child still lived, David didn’t criticize God for taking
him. In truth, Psalm 51 shows that David thought of a punishment far

worse than the loss of his son:

Create in me a pure heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit within
me. Do not cast me from Your presence oh Lord. take Your Holy Spirit
from me. Restore to me the joy of Your salvation and grant me a willing

spirit, to sustain Me. (Psalm 51:10-12).

You see, David was used to having his own private worship services.
He knew the joy and power of living with God. He also knew what
happens to a man when sin takes the presence of God from his life. As

a young man, David had played his harp for King Saul when an evil



spirit formented him. This spirit came to Saul after the Lord had
departed from his life because of his failure to obey God. The
memories of those hours with Saul surely contributed to David's own
plea that God not take His Spirit from him. He knew the misery man
endures when faced with the absence of God. Losing the Holy Spirit
and the presence of God would therefore have been a punishment

far greater than the death of his son.

Moses

Moses was another “friend of God.” As the leader of a grumbling,
dissatisfied people, he often cried out to God. So when God told
Moses to take the people up to the Promised Land, but that He would
not go with them lest He destroy the people as they travelled, Moses
said, “No way!” He wasn't going anywhere unless God was going with

him.

Moses said to the Lord, “You have been telling me, ‘Lead these
people,’ but You have not let me know whom You will send with me.
You have said, ‘I| know you by name and you have found favor with
Me.’ If You are pleased with me, teach me Your ways so | may know
You and continue to find favor with You. Remember that this nation is
Your people.” The Lord replied, “My Presence will go with you, and |
will give you rest.” Then Moses said to Him, “If Your Presence does not

go with us, do not send us up from here”. (Exodus33:12-15).

What was God's response? God agreed to do the very thing Moses
asked because He knew Moses by name and was pleased with him.
Like Abraham before him and David after him, Moses was hungry for
God. He wanted to know God and to find favor with Him. Not only

that, he wanted to see God. It wasn’t enough that God spoke to him



from the pillar of cloud whenever he entered the Tabernacle and that
his face shown with God'’s glory even after he had left the Tabernacle.
Moses wanted to see God face to face. God knew that Moses’
request was a problem. No man in his sinful nature could see God and
live. But since Moses was so intent on seeing Him, and because Moses
was His friend, God agreed to let Moses see His glory. What Moses
saw... Wow! That must have been some close walk God took past him.
What else could Moses do but bow to the ground and worship. He had
seen the glory of the Almighty! Now he was more sure than ever that
he didn’'t want to go anywhere if God was not going along.

(See Exodus chapter 33.)

(C) Temples for God

The outdoor altars of Cain and Abel, of Noah, of Abraham and his
descendants, and of Moses eventually gave way to the enclosed
sanctuaries of the Tabernacle and the Temple, but their purpose
remained the same. All were places of God's presence, and sacrifices
were offered there with the belief that God would accept them and be
pleased with them. In the Tabernacle and the Temple, however, the
worship of God became more regulated. Indeed, the building of the Tent
and the Temple, as well as the praise and worship offered there, were
governed by the specifications of God Himself, with no room for
variance.

The Lord said to Moses, “Tell the Israelites to bring Me an offering. You are
to receive the offering for Me from each man whose heart prompts him
to give. These are the offerings you are to receive from them: gold, silver
and bronze....Then have them make a sanctuary for Me, and | will dwell

among them” (Exodus 25:1-3,8).



Do you see what verse 8 says¢e God wanted a place to live among His
people so He told Moses to bring an offering. All this money was not
about having a nice building with soft comfortable chairs. God told
Moses to gather an offering from the people because He wanted to get
His presence in their midst. It wasn't enough for Him to meet with Moses
on the mountain. He wanted to live with all His people. Building a place
for God is always about having the presence of God in the midst of His
people. In fact, a big fancy building may look like a church and may
even be called a church, but in reality, it is very far from being one. Why
is this2 Nothing is happening there. Building a church for God is not about
the building or the equipment. It's about God’s presence. If God’s
presence is not with you, it doesn’t matter how elaborate your building
is, how well educated your staff are, how well planned your worship
services are, or how dynamic the preaching is. Without God'’s presence
all you have is a big building filled with people. On the other hand, you
can meet in a plain room with simple worship and an untrained preacher
but have everything. The difference is in the absence of the presence of
God. God's presence is the only essential ingredient in worship. Our
praise and the other elements of our meetfings must lead us into the
presence of God.

If they don't, there is no reason to do them. Oh, yes, they may be nice
and may make us feel good, but the purpose of gathering is to enter the
presence of the Lord. Anything that does not conftribute to this is simply
unnecessary clutter. God’'s presence in our presence is the only
worthwhile end to our meetings. This was

God'’s entire purpose for instructing Moses to build the

Tabernacle: He wanted to get close to His people. Everything God told
Moses to do in some way revealed the lost condition of man and

unveiled God’s plan to rescue man from his wrong environment by



getting His presence back in man's presence. God's blueprint for the
meeting place between Himself and man ensured that man could not
just stumble or wander into His presence, lest he be consumed by God
because of his sin. This is why God's dwelling place was in the central part
of the Tabernacle. God was safeguarding His presence to keep it holy.
He also gave Moses very specific instructions concerning the priests, the
sacrifices and offerings, and the atonement procedures so that nothing
profane would come close to Him. Each of the furnishings, bowls, plates,
and other utensils were also made according to God's exact instructions,
as well as the Tabernacle itself and the curtains that hung within it.
Particular attention was given to the Ark of the Covenant, where God
would well between the cherubim, and to the rest of the inner chamber
that was known as the Holy of Holies. The furnishings in the Tabernacle
each revealed something about God'’s intent concerning His people
and His presence among them. In the Outer Court stood the altar of burnt
offerings, where the sacrifices of the people were presented to God to
atone for their sins.

Beyond the altar, closer to the door leading into the Tabernacle, stood
the laver, where the rites of purification were done. These washings were
probably intended to make the priests and the sacrifices holy. Within the
tabernacle in the Inner Court, also called the Holy Place, stood the table
of shewbread, on which the priest put the fresh bread of the presence
every Sabbath. This was eaten only by priests and only in the Holy Place.
Frankincense was also placed on the table of shewbread. This was burnt
on the altar of incense, which stood before the veil leading into the Holy
of Holies, o make atonement. Across from the table of showbread stood
the golden lampstand or candlestick. The final part of the tabernacle
was the Holy of Holies where the Ark of the Covenant was kept. On the

Mercy Seat above the Ark and between the cherubim that were part of



the lid to the Ark was the place where God would dwell. Cherubim, the
protectors of God’s presence, were also woven into the veil that hung
between the Inner Court and the Holy of Holies. (See Exodus chapter 25
and following.) All this was part of God’s plans and preparations to
provide a place where He could live in the midst of His people. The same
was true for the Temple in Jerusalem, when God gave the plans to David
and entrusted David’s son Solomon with the task of building it. With the
coming of Christ, each of the furnishings in the Tabernacle was revealed
to be a type of Him. The Tabernacle, the very house of God, was a type
of the Church, where God wants to live. The table of shewbread
represented the physical body of Christ and the Christ that would be
incarnated in the man. The lampstand, which never went out,
represented the Word of God and the Holy Spirit. The altar of burnt
offerings was a type of the sacrifices of praise that continually arise from
God's people. The courtyard, or Outer Court, spoke of the assembling of
God's people. Even the material of the priests’ clothes and the things in
the Ark of the Covenant revealed part of God’s plan that would be
consummated in Christ. The priests’ clothes were linen, not wool, so the
priests would not sweat in God's presence. (Sweat represented work. See
Exodus chapters 28-29 and Ezekiel 44:17-18.) The articles in the Ark of the
Covenant were the tablets of the Ten Commandments, the rod of Aaron
that budded, and a little jar of manna that was a reminder of the
wilderness. All these represented important things to God. The rod of
Aaron represented the death we experience because of sin and the
rebirth and new life that come through Christ. It also represented the
burial of Jesus Christ and His resurrection. The manna represented God'’s
grace, received through no work of man, and the tablets containing the
Ten Commandments spoke of our helplessness to keep the law of God

and thereby be righteous before Him. When the priests poured the blood



on the top of the Ark, it covered all those things that revealed our sin and
our lack of grace. Instead of seeing our sin, God and the cherubim who
protected His presence saw the blood. Thus, God could come to dwell
above the mercy seat without destroying the priest because of his sin
and the sin of the people. The law that condemned us was covered by
the blood of grace. Through Jesus, we gain access to every part of God’s
dwelling place. He is the sacrifice, the blood, the dwelling place, and the
presence of God. He is also the One whose death destroyed the veil that
separated God's dwelling place from His people. Now everyone has
access to God—everyone, that is, who accepts the gift of grace that is
made available to us through the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus.
This way provided by God is the same today as it was two thousand years
ago. There is no improved savior and no improved blood. The Savior has
been, is, and always will be Jesus Christ, and His blood is the only sacrifice
sufficient and acceptable to atone for our sins. We human beings may
be looking for new and improved ways to worship, but God is not. He
does not want experts in worship. What God wants is people who will
follow His instructions every time they approach Him. This is just the way
God is. He isn't looking for change, since He doesn’t change. He is the
same yesterday, today, and forever (see Heb. 13:8). His bottom line
contfinues to be His passion for getting His presence back into man'’s

experience. This is His plan for the people.

Jesus is still the only way to God. There is no Improved savior, no

improved blood.

the entire human race because Adam carried in him all the nations of
the world. Therefore, when God removed Adam from His presence, He
removed all the nations as well. Likewise, when Jesus came to earth, He

came to restore the Holy Spirit to all mankind. Before He could do this,



however, He had to clean us up so that we could receive God'’s Spirit.
He had to cleanse our impurity. To say that we are impure does not mean
that we are dirty, as in the filth of dirt. What it does mean is that we are
impure in God'’s sight. What we believe, what we say, and what we do
don’t match. This is what impurity is to God. Therefore, God sent Christ to
restore a pure heart to us so that we can be integrated in thought, word,
and action. Only when our heart is once more pure can we become the

temple in which the Holy Spirit lives. (seel Cor. 3:16; 6:19).

Since the Holy Spiritis God, He is the key to getting us into God’s presence
today. He is also the only One who can teach us what God requires of us
now (see Jn. 14:26). Sadly, many Christians miss the joy of living with the
Lord because their hopes are fixed on Heaven and what they will
someday gain there. This may be the theology of the hymnbook, but it is
not the theology of the Bible. God’s purpose is not that we will fly away
to Him someday, but that we will live in His presence today in this world.
Therefore, all His work through the Old Testament and into the days of
Jesus and the Church has been to get us back into the environment
where He first put us here on earth. That environment is His presence. In
essence, the issue is not where you are located, but who is located where
you are. You need God'’s presence to function. So wherever He is, be
that in Heaven or on earth, you can function there. This makes seeking
God and living in His presence today in this life quite important. Why else

would God create a new Heaven and a new earth?

Then | saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the
first earth had passed away, and there was no longer any sea (Revelation
21:1).



He's making another environment for us that is like the atmosphere man
once enjoyed in the Garden of Eden. This atmosphere will be on earth
because we were created to dominate the earth, not Heaven.
Therefore, Heaven is not the fulfiiment of your future. Your eternal home
will be a new earth.

Then | saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the
first earth had passed away, and there was no longer any sea. | saw the
Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God,
prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband....l did not see a
temple in the city, because the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are its
temple. The city does not need the sun or the moon to shine on it, for the
glory of God gives it light, and the Lamb is its lamp (Revelation 21:1-2,22-
23).

This new earth won't need a sea to provide water or the sun and the
moon to provide light because God Himself will be our light and our life.
Just as Adam and Eve enjoyed continual fellowship with God in the
Garden of Eden, we will wake up every morning in God'’s presence and
go through the whole day with Him. No matter where we are, we will
breathe in life. However, you don't have to wait for this new earth to live
with God. He wants to come to you right now. He wants to live in your
home today. He can if you will start praising Him and filling your home
with testimonies of how great He is and how good He has been to you.
Just start bragging about God from a pure heart, and He will come to
you right where you are.

He'll set up His throne in your house. That's His plan, and He's bringing it
to pass in our generation. He's creating a new order where the power of
satan is defeated in your life and in mine simply because we make room
for His presence. We know that He wants us to have His presence. The

only question is whether we will make room for Him to come to us. You



do this by filling your environment with praise until He comes and fills the
place you have made. That's all. There's no more sweating, no more
hard work, no more contriving to do this or that to get to God. You make

room for Him, and He comes. That's it. And you do this through praise.

6. WHAT IS WORSHIP?
Worship is an expression of love or adoration.

Greek word for worship is (G4352....proskuneo) John 4:24 , the english

meaning is reverence, to bow down, to adore, to prostrate e.t.c.

It is possible to admire someone and appreciate what they do without being
in love with them. In the same way, worship has to do with our love of the Lord.
It can be expressed only with the giving of our whole heart and life to Him.

“To love him with all your heart, with all your understanding and with all your
strength, and to love your neighbour as yourself, is more important than all

burnt offerings and sacrifices” Mark 12:33.

(A) NEW TESTAMENT PATTERN OF WORSHIP.

The religious rituals and ceremonies of Israel in the Old Testament became
detestable to the Lord because their heart was far from Him. Isaiah 1:10-15;
29:13. Today, also, God is only interested in the genuine and sincere worship
that comes from the heart.

“Yet a time is coming, and has now come, when the true worshippers will
worship the Father in spirit and truth, for they are the kind of worshippers the
Father seeks. God is a spirit, and his worshippers MUST worship in SPIRIT and
TRUTH" John 4:22-23.

Read also verses 4-26.

1. In Spirit



Our spirit is called the “inner man”. Ephesians 3:16. True worship takes place
when the inner man, in response to the promptings of God’s Spirit, expresses
love and adoration to God. This can take the form of spoken words, a love
song to the Lord, or silent adoration.

True worship requires the action of the Holy Spirit on our spirit. So only those

who have been “born again of the Spirit” through faith in Jesus Christ can

truly worship God because New Testament worship spiritual it must come

from your spirit and not from the flesh. John 3:5-8. The lifestyle of a true

worshipper of God is one of OBEDIENCE to the leading of the Holy Spirit

and to God’s word. Our obedience is an active, practical expression of our

love for God. Jesus said in John

14:15 “If you love me, keep my commandments”. See also

verses 21,23-24.

. In Truth
To worship God in truth is to worship Him as the Bible says we should, truth is

God’s word according to John 17:17.

Nadab and Abihu (the sons of the high priest) offered strange fire before
the Lord and died. Numbers 3:4; 26:61. This sober warning illustrates the
need to study God'’s plan (the Tabernacle of Moses) for priestly ministry.
There was a sacrifice, cleansing, anointing and clothing before worship.
Exodus 30:17-38.

You will note in Revelation 1:5-6 that we are “... washed from our sins in his
own blood” before being made “... priests unto God.”

There was much preparation of the priests before they could go into the
Holy Place to worship the Lord. To ignore the pattern was perilous. We must

worship in fruth - in the Bible way.



7. WHAT IS PRAISE?
Praise is an expression of admiration and appreciation. When we praise
someone, we tell them how wonderful we think they are, or how great their
accomplishments are. It is the same with the Lord. Praise has to do with
acknowledging God's character and power.
“Because your love is better than life, my lips will glorify you. | will praise you
as long as I live, and in your name | will lift up my hands” Psalms 63:3-4.
“ Enter into his gates with thanksgiving and into his courts with praise: be

thankful unto him, and bless his name”. Psalms 100:4

1. Why do we Praise God?

d. Because of who He is. “Sing praises to God, sing praises, sing
praises to our King, sing praises. For God is the King of all the earth;

sing to him a psalm of praise”. Psalms 47:6-7.

b. Because of what He does.
“Praise the Lord, o my soul; all my inmost being, praise his holy
name. Praise the Lord O my soul, and forget not all his benefits.
He forgives all my sins and heals all my diseases; He redeems my
life from the pit and crowns me with love and compassion. He
satisfies my desires with good things, so that my youth is renewed

like the eagle’s” Psalms 103:1-5.

2. Who is to Praise God?
ad. Those who seek God. “... they who seek the Lord will praise him..."”

Psalms 22:26.

b. Everything that has breath. “Let everything that has breath praise
the Lord. Praise the Lord” Psalms 150:6.



3. When do we praise God?
a. Atalltimes “I will extol the Lord at all times; His praise will always be

on my lips” Psalms 34:1.

b. In every circumstance “Be joyful always; pray continually; give
thanks in all circumstances, for thisis God’s will for you in Christ Jesus”

1Thessalonians 5:16-18.

4. Where are we to Praise God?

a. Surrounded by God’s people “He [Jesus] says, ‘| will declare your
name to my brothers; in the presence of the congregation | will

sing your praises’” Hebrews 2:12.

b. Among the nations “I will praise you, O Lord, among the nations; |

will sing of you among the peoples” Psalms 57:9.

C. On our beds “I will praise you as long as | live... with singing lips my
mouth will praise you; | think of you through the watches of the
night” Psalms 63:4-6

8. EXPRESSIONS OF PRAISE AND WORSHIP IN SCRIPTURE
1. With the mouth
a. Singing. Psalms 9:2,11
b. Praising. Psalms 103:1
C. Shouting. Psalms 47:1

2. With the hands
a. Lifting. Psalms 63:4
b. Clapping. Psalms 47:1
C. Musical instruments. Psalms 150

3. With the body
a. Standing. Psalms 134:1
b. Kneeling, bowing. Psalms 95:6
C. Dancing and leaping for joy. Psalms 30:11



“Who among the gods is like you, O Lord¢ Who is like you - majestic in holiness,
awesome in glory, working wonderse ... Sing to the Lord, for He is highly exalted ”
Exodus 15:11, 21.

“Among the gods there is none like you, O lord ... For you are great and do
marvellous deeds; you alone are God ... | will praise you, O Lord my God, with all

my heart; | will glorify your name forever” Psalms 86:8, 10 12.

MY COMMITMENT
The greatest thing | will ever do in this life or in eternity is to worship God. |
determine today to be a true worshipper and to make this my supreme goal in

life. | will teach others this vital way of life by my example.



